Author's reply.
We sometimes experience the regression of left ventricular hypertrabeculation (LVHT), which is compatible with the diagnosis of LV non-compaction cardiomyopathy (LVNC) in adult patients. However, little is known about the association between LVHT regression and LV systolic function in adult patients. We prospectively examined 23 consecutive adult patients who fulfilled the echocardiographic criteria for LVNC. LV reverse remodeling (RR) was defined as an absolute increase in LV ejection fraction of >10% at 6 months follow-up. LVHT area was calculated by subtraction from the outer edge to the inner edge of the LVHT at end-systole. The mean follow-up period was 61 months. LVRR was observed in 9 patients (39%). The changes in the mean LVHT area showed significant correlation with the changes in LV ejection fraction (r=-0.78, P<0.0001). Cardiac death occurred in 7 patients (50%) without LVRR, but no patients with LVRR died (log-rank, P=0.003). Furthermore, composite of cardiac death and hospitalization of heart failure occurred in 10 patients (71%) without LVRR, whereas there was one patient with LVRR (log-rank, P<0.001). Regression of LVHT is associated with improvement in LV systolic function. LVRR might be associated with a favorable prognosis in patients with LVHT.